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Two spanking new toilets were inaugurated on the ZnEhe Local Action Researcher, Dr. Nirmala Pandit
Df October, 2002 in Sambhajinagar, Sangliwadi, an(ff1ddec| that the project created a feeling of owne

Tasgaon Ves, Miraj. Two inauguration functions took®Mong allthe actors. Each person felt they owned p
blace. one at each toilet location. the process and so went ahead to add as much asp

to the success of the project.

The inaugurations, like most of the activities of the forum i _ _
vas a joint affair, with the SMKMC, SA, Baandhani, For, veteran toilet-cum-bio-gas plant builder, V.
And the Sangli Press all contributing to the even
nvitations to all the local dignitaries were given out by
he Corporation. The Local MLA and the Mayor were
he chief guests.

blocks), the project was special because of
congeniality in the atmosphere. He has faced hostility
both communities and local governments in prev

THE PRESS CONFERENCE helped out with the construction and supevision o
materials and welcomed him with a lot of pleasure. A
\;Qe SMKMC, everybody seems to be calling him ‘kal

Prior to the inauguration, the Sangli Press Representati

Chintamani Sahasrabudhe, Sakal PapersSangli,

prganized a press conference attended by reporters frd_rlr? added_that Of course, the prompf[ payments b
ocal newspapers lik@udhari, Tarun Bharat, Kesri, played a big role in the timely completion of the proj

| okmat and television channels, ETV and the local
cable network. Additional Commissioner Gajanan ~ [EONTRIBITIONS FROM THE PUNE MEDIA
Ghate,introduced the background of the project stressing
bn the initiation of the MAGNET forum in Sangli.
Pratima Joshi, Director, SAadded that this was an
Linique venture as often NGOs and the local governme
Always interact in a situation of confrontation rather tham
collaboration, and the media reports both sideg
ndependently. This time all three actors have worked i
collaboration and proved that such collaborations ar
extremely successful for projects dealing with the urba
poor. Hopefully, more such projects would be identified
py the forum, even though financial support from I0G
nas ended.

Press visits the Sangliwadi toilet site before inauguration

t.Joglekar of Shivsadan(who has built both the toilgt

which made it obvious that they liked working with hijn.
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projects, but in these two buildings, the commungies
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Sakal's Santosh Shenai came down to Sanglito t
the Sangli media about their role in the forum.

Anuradha Mascarenhas of ‘The Indian Express’
reported the surveys that preceded the I0OG projec
Manjiri Damle, Times of India, reported the

The Pune media continues to report Sangli activifies.
SA's work on the slum Survey was also reported injthe
Pune papers. Plus, when the forum moved to Sahgli,

kto

and

inauguration of the Sangli toilets in a special repo

Press Conference at the SMK-MC. Seen in this picture are Times in Sangli, who made a special visit to Sangli

Pratima Joshi (SA) Mr. Kamble and Mr. Ghate of the SMKMC. project.

for

events in Maharashtra. She also contacted Maharghtra

di,

the press representatives, Dr. Pandit (LAR), Stinanda Sen 1N Or_der to cover the event ir_‘ his paper. So the Hune
(SA), Joglekar (Shivsadan), Mr. Sonawane (SMKMC)  media has continued to take interest in the MAGNET
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At Tasgaon Ves At Sangliwadi

through the ribbon-cutting and then leave.
The Bhoomi-Pujan festivities had also taken place

chairs, the dais and sound system were to be cancetee:— - - . — )
when the women decided - NO! They were going ngliwadi was buzzing with activity since early morni
have a festive inauguration. For them having Shel : 4 by the land Mr. Joshi. The |
Associates inaugurate the show was just as good.@l\orme y the land owner Mr. Joshi. The lo

readily agreed and it was decided to have the funct%ﬂrporatqr had also putup a colourful shgmianaw
before the Sangliwadi one, slated at 11:00 a.m. raised dais. Abus load of Pune Baandhani member

. _ ?Iso arrived for the function.
The shamiana was set up. The sound sytem was in place

and the chairs were rapidly filled up. SMKMC officials! '€ '0¢al MLA, The Mayor, ~ Municipal
people from Shivsadan and Shelter Associates took .
the front seatsMrs Lata Shrikhande, trustee (SA members, local councillors, 'c_md other fo”.Jm
and vermiculture expert was the guest of honour. members spoke at the occassioiThe underlying
She set off the right note when she started of by sa i
that toilets give people the dignity to be human bein

Food, clothing and housing were basic necessities,

toilets gives people the necessary privacy and dignity

re projects in the city and all the speakers empha;

missioner Madhav Sangle, Standing Commiteg

ho.

EI' ere was a puja performed in the caretaker’s rgom

cal
ha
5 had

174

me was that this was a good model for carrying out

sised

> need to get communities involved right from the sfart.

ina rated on Gandhiji's birthday, it gave the people . : . .
naugu s I Y, L gav P t%ratlma\loshl (SA explained that a detailed slum le

needed. She also said that since the toilets were T&g BASED ON SURVEY INFORMATION
survey had been carried out in the city by SA/Baan

added responsibility to look after the toilets in orde

uphold his work on cleanliness and sanitation. o :
Mr. Joalekar of Shivsad dMr. Kamble. D teams from Pune. These findings had been compil
r. Joglekar of Shivsadan and Mr. Kamble, Deputy report which had been submitted to the local govern

tcr:]ommlsrstloner, '}Ailraj "".”d tlﬁuewla(tj’ allso spSoke ?ﬁ Olﬂ 'é'ae survey results gave a comprehensive idea of
€Importance ofkeeping (e tollets ciean. soon the Lp poor lived and what facilities they lacked .

MLA and the Mayor arrived and after the ribbon cuttimc‘;hf ormation would help prioritise projects ardsur

formalities decided to spend more time. There w M o ar e withiity plans. In fact these

speeches made by the communlty women as well ap Qﬁlements had been selected by the forum based
MLA much to the communities happiness.

survey results and the willingnes expressed b
communities to become part of the federation.&b
Mayor Mr. Suresh Patil stressed the need to co
out with a 3 year development plan for the poor b
on the survey findings of SA/Baandhani.
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Both the communities have already started taking ch

bank accounts have been opened to put aside so
the funds for future maintenance.

Arge

by appointing a 9 member toilet committee in their
respective slums. A caretaker has been appointeq and

me of




